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 For immediate release

Lost/stolen SAPS firearms = threat to public safety

Greater transparency required to understand and solve this problem.

On 18 October 2010 General Gary Kruser told Parliament’s Police Portfolio Committee that 3226 SAPS firearms have been lost or stolen in the 2009/10 financial year. This is intolerable and demands a response.

Anger, outrage and disbelief are appropriate responses. 3226 guns on the street pose a major threat to public safety. SAPS members who are negligent with their firearms must face immediate disciplinary action. Guns are lethal weapons and should be managed with the strictest care. 
The unarmed majority that GFSA represents want to live in a country free from the fear of gun violence.  The more guns there are in circulation the higher the risk of gun violence. We therefore want to limit the number of guns in circulation. In a country with one of the highest gun violence rates in the world we simply cannot tolerate 3226 lost or stolen SAPS firearms.  We as Gun Free South Africa want answers. 


How did these guns go missing? Were they lost due to negligence, stolen due to ineffective policing or were they sold by corrupt SAPS members? Each of these scenarios opens up different avenues for inquiry. It is only if we understand the circumstances of these cases that the correct preventative mechanisms can be put in place to stop this trend of missing SAPS firearms. The National Police Commissioner did not furnish Parliament with the details surrounding these cases. The Police Portfolio Committee must demand answers. 

We as civil society do not have access to this kind of detailed information and hence it is very difficult for us to make any decisive comment beyond stating the obvious –3226 lost/missing SAPS firearms is a major threat to public safety. 

This lack of information again points to the need for greater transparency when it comes to data on firearms, both for state and non-state actors. 
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